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INEC TO ISSUE PERMANENT VOTER CARDS BEFORE END OF 2013
T
he Independent National Electo-ral Commission (INEC) is taking delivery of Permanent Voter Cards (PVCs) and it is set to start issuing them to registered voters before the end of the year. Also, the Continous Voter Registration (CVR) exercise nation-wide is to commence before the end of 2013.

These were disclosed yesterday by the INEC Chairman, Professor Attahiru Jega, at a Stake-holder Conference with Media professionals and Civil Society Organiza-tions (CSOs) on Voter Register Optimization at the        Reiz    Continental
Hotel, Abuja.

Professor Jega explained that the process that led up to producing the PVCs ensured the elimination of all multiple registrations and sanitization of the Voter Register which he stressed, was an essential condition for the conduct of credible elections.

The INEC Chairman observed that the task of ensuring credible elec-tions was not a one-way street or the task of INEC alone but a multi-stakeholder endeavour that required the collaboration and diligent commitment of other role players.

He identified some of the feats the Commission had accomplished since the 2011 General Elections. They include:

· Internal review of the conduct of the 2011 General Elections through Retreats;
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· Commissioned          an independent study of the 2011 Voter Registration and General Elections by a group of distinguished academics and CSO activists;
· Commissioned a repute-ble management consul-ting firm which studied INEC and provided useful inputs into its re-organization and restruc-turing;

· Embarked on a broad-ly consultative, Strate-gic Planning which resulted in a  Strategic Plan and Strategic Programme of Action;

· Held a series of consultative meetings  with different stake-holder groups including the CSOs and the Media to share information and exchange ideas on how to improve on the elec-toral process; and

· Commenced programme of action towards deli-mitating constituencies.
